Entamoeba histolytica antigens as possible vaccinogens? A short review.
A few key papers which have recently been published on the characterization of amoeba antigens are reviewed. Immunofluorescence tests and immunoelectron microscopy have demonstrated the localization of certain surface antigens on axenically cultured trophozoites. Most of the surface antigens have largely been shown to elicit a humoral response. The elicitation of cellular response has not been well illustrated. The localization of a large number of antigens in cytoplasmic vacuoles and plasma membrane indicates that a greater stimulus to the host would be provided by intracellular antigens than by those located on the surface of amoeba trophozoites. In a few inoculation studies, amoeba antigens, in combination with several adjuvants, have been successfully employed for inducing protective immunity in various animal model systems. These and other results clearly demonstrate that amoeba antigens are fully capable of generating humoral and as well as CMI responses. A combination of these two effector limbs of immunity can be fully exploited through effective use of future vaccines.